Proposal for hypothetical sociological issue 

(the paper should be broken up in the sections that I listed below, this is the format)

YOU NEED TO USE/ADD REFRENCES THROUHOUT THE PAPER

Topic: The effect that the crack epidemic had on the dynamic of African American families


Sociological Research question: How did the crack epidemic affect the dynamic of African American families and result in the grandmother being the caretaker of their grandchildren? (please make this question more sociological)

Intro is optional but would be helpful in giving a slight insight into what will be discussed. You can say crack epidemic in African American communities led to a huge influx in children in the foster care, social systems and left grandmothers with the burden to care for the children of their children” or something like that. Just give a slight background on the topic. Remember this is a research paper so just keep that in mind.




Method: (what you will do & how you aim to answer the research question)
Describe what you’re doing and describe method in detail. For example, for this topic if I were actually doing it, id probably interview grandmothers, and their grandchildren, and their parents to get an insight about what they have endured and the toll that taking care of the grandchildren have on the grandmother, on the children and the overall family, etc. or I can conduct ethnographies to see what they’re doing, how they’re living. For the ethnography and interview you’d have to choose a hypothetical location to conduct either. And you have to give a certain number of interviews that you think would suffice to answer your research question. It can be 15, 30 etc. and you need to state why this amount would be enough etc. You can pick either or both, but you have to build on it and state why you think either interview or ethnography is best.

I was thinking about interviewing children during the crack epidemic, who’ve been directly affected by it, interview grandmothers, social workers who worked at this time.  etc.


Data: what have you found out? What did you learn? Etc. or think that you’ll learn, utilize the literature


Literature: 3 resources or more. The sources have to be peer reviewed academic sources. I will attach some, but any other sources have to revolve around the topic.
· Don’t summarize the article 
· Your goal is to use the literature to build on your method and answer research question. 
· Use research you have to go a little further 
· Select parts of sources to get the info that you want 

Preliminary conclusion: what you expect to find out from all of this. Wrapping it up

Here is some of the info that I’ve found so far from articles, you can build on this but keep in mind I copied and pasted info that I thought would be relevant, so you’d have to put it in your own words:

Deonna S. Turner - Director of Prevention & QM Initiatives, St. Hope Foundation, Houston, Texas
“Crack Epidemic”
Britannica Academic”

“The initiation of crack cocaine into socially eroded communities took place during President Ronald Reagan’s term in office, when there was a structural shift that caused huge manufacturing industries to move outside the cities. Their relocation created workforce competitions that further widened the gap between social and economic segments in the inner cities of America.
Few skills and resources were needed to sell crack. Many small-time drug dealers worked independently and outside the control of organizations like the Medellín cartel. The rewards clearly outweighed the risks. A small-time drug dealer who sold crack daily earned a median net income of $2,000 per month. The increase in the demand for crack cocaine caused intense competition between drug dealers as they fought to profit from the same customers. Consequently, violence became linked to crack cocaine as these small-time drug dealers defended their economic boundaries.
The emergence of crack cocaine in the inner cities led to a drastic increase in crime between 1981 and 1986. Federal prison admission for drug offenses soared, and murder and nonnegligent manslaughter rates increased significantly. There were also marked increases in robbery and aggravated assault.

“The administration of U.S. President Ronald Reagan early on began to prioritize what came to be called the “War on Drugs,” which combatted drug trafficking and aimed to end the crack cocaine epidemic destroying many lives. The efforts included the passing of federal anti-drug laws, increased federal anti-drug funding, the initiation and expansion of prison and police programs, and the establishment of private organizations, such as Partnership for a Drug-Free America, to campaign on its behalf. The idea of the War on Drugs was grounded in deterrence theory, whereby the implementation of legislation and harsher penalties would deter or discourage the use of drugs. The 100-to-l ratio between powdered cocaine and crack cocaine was used as a guideline for minimal mandatory punishment. For instance, a minimum penalty of 5 years was administered for 5 grams of crack cocaine or 500 grams of powdered cocaine.
The War on Drugs resulted in an immense growth in court caseloads and the prison population. The War on Drugs focused on small-time drug dealers, who were generally poor young black males from the inner city. Ultimately, the prison population doubled due to the arrest of drug dealers and their customers. One in every four African American males aged 20 to 29 was either incarcerated or on probation or parole by 1989, which contributed to the United States’ having the highest incarceration rate in the world. By 1995, that statistic had increased to nearly one in three.
Although the consequences of crack cocaine today are not as substantial as they were during the early 1980s, there still is a crusade against the effects of crack cocaine as it continues to plague communities around the world.


“Letter to the Editor: Bad news for recovering addicts”

· Trump declared the opioid epidemic as a public health issue;” President Trump’s current concerns about the opioid epidemic appear to be driven by the epidemic’s disproportionate impact on his political base — rural, white communities hit hard by economic stagnation.”
“Historically, this narrow approach of focusing on one type of substance has resulted in negative outcomes for other vulnerable populations that are addicted to substances viewed less favorably by the public. For example, more than 80 percent of the defendants sentenced for crack offenses are African American, which resulted in African-American men being disproportionately jailed for drug crimes rather than receiving treatment.”


[bookmark: citation]“Raising grandchildren from crack-cocaine households: Effects on family and friendship ties of African-American women.”
By: Meredith Roe Minkler, Kathleen M., Robertson- Beckley Reida J.

	Abstract: “Examines changes in family and friendship networks of 71 African-American grandmothers (aged 41–79 yrs.) in Oakland, California, who were raising at least 1 preschool-aged grandchild, great-grandchild, or grandniece or grandnephew as a direct consequence of the crack-cocaine epidemic”
· “caregiving by grandparents cuts across ethnic and social-class lines, it is particularly prevalent in African-American communities”
· “Nationwide, more than 12% of black children live with their grandparents, compared to 5.8% of Hispanic and 3.6% of white children” according to the 1991 us census bureau
· So, because of the crack epidemic, a high number of African American children live with their grandparents
· “This relatively high proportion reflects, in part, a continuing pattern of co residence and shared caregiving within the African-American community that originated in West African culture and tradition (Sudarkasa, 1981; Wilson, 1989).”
· “in the United States, the kin-keeping function of the grandmother has often served as an integral survival strategy, enabling African-American families to adapt to diverse external forces (Hill, 1971; Stack, 1974; Wilson, 1989).”
· “Grandmothers raising grandchildren as a result of the drug involvement of the children's parents, for example, frequently report strong feelings of resentment and anger, although they are also relieved and happy to be able to provide a safe haven for children who may have suffered substantial abuse and neglect (Burton, 1992; Miller, 1991; Minkler & Roe, 1993).”
· “initial findings of physical and emotional health consequences for such caregivers include adverse effects on psychological functioning (Shore & Hayslip, in press), and increases in hypertension, insomnia (Miller, 1991; Minkler, Roe, & Price, 1992), and alcohol and cigarette consumption (Burton, 1992).”
· Taking care of these children is a financial; burden on grandparents
· “Social ties and social support have been shown to protect people from a wide variety of pathological states during crises and to have a positive effect on self-esteem and life satisfaction”
· “Conversely, the absence of support has been linked to excess morbidity and mortality, even when such traditional risk factors as income, education, ethnicity, diet, exercise, smoking, and drinking are controlled for “
· 
· 
“Fostering Hope” by Dawn Manuel
Abstract: “Blacks are urged to become foster parents because of the large proportion of black children who are assigned to foster homes. Tips for those who are thinking of becoming foster parents are presented.”

“The decade-long crack epidemic has exacerbated the foster-care system to its breaking point, and thousands of our children live in residential group homes waiting for the opportunity to experience a quality home life. “


I will attach the original articles.




